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Public Notice of Intended Amendment to Objects of the Charity  

 The Trustees of the Charity hereby give notice that they propose to make an application to the Charity 
Commission to update the Charity’s objects clause.   

  

The current Object of the Charity is as follows:  

 “The object of the Trust shall be the relief of poverty among Qualified Persons as hereinbefore defined”.  
 
Definitions 

A “Qualified person” means any person who falls within any of the following descriptions, namely    

(a) A member of any of the Pension Schemes (i.e. a person admitted to membership thereof and 
contributing thereto or in receipt of a pension thereout or a person having passed the normal 
retiring date under the Rules of, the Pension Scheme concerned and being still in the service, 
has ceased to contribute. but will be entitled to a pension on retirement.,   

(b) A member of the Seagoing Staff of The Marconi International 'Marine Company Limited, who was 
a member of the said Staff and of the Superannuation Fund of that Company. on, the  Thirty first 
day December, One thousand nine hundred and twenty four, and who either shall have remained 
a member of the staff of the said Company continuously since the said Thirty first day of 
December, One thousand nine hundred and twenty four, or having temporarily ceased to be a 
member of the staff of the said Company by reason only of a trade dispute prior to the First day of 
April,  One thousand nine hundred and thirty three , shall have remained a member of the staff of 
the said Company continuously since the *said  First day .of April, One thousand nine hundred 
and thirty three; and a person who, having been qualified under the foregoing provisions of this 
sub-clause, has ceased to be a member of the staff of the said Company on retirement at the age 
of Sixty five or at an earlier age awing to permanent failure of health,  

 (c)     A person who, whilst being a contributing member of any of the Pension Schemes, shall have been 
placed upon the retired list on or after the First day of April, one thousand nine hundred and thirty 
five, earlier than the normal retiring date under the Rules of the Pension Scheme concerned on 
account of permanent failure of health., 

(d)       A person Who was a contributing member of either of the said Superannuation Funds or of any of 
the Female Staff Pension Schemes at the time of transfer to the Staff of The English Electric 
Company, Limited or any company associated therewith and who shall since have remained 
continuously in the employ of, or having retired shall be on the retired list of, such Company, 

 (e)        A person who on the Twelfth day of August, one thousand nine hundred and forty six was a 
contributing member of' either of the said Superannuation Funds and a member of the Staff of 
Cable and Wireless Limited or Cable and Wireless (Holding) Limited and who shall since have 
remained continuously in the employ of, or having  retired shall be on the retired list of, either of 
the aforesaid companies, 

  (f) The widow or child or any person dependent upon any such person as is mentioned below  

(i)  Any person who has or shall have died whilst being a qualified person under any of the 
preceding sub-clauses (a), (b), (c), (d) or (e) or 

(ii) Any person who, not having been dismissed from the service in consequence of having been 
convicted of an indictable offence, has or shall have died within one year after ceasing to be in 



 

 

the service, and who, whilst being a member of any of the Pension Schemes, has or shall have 
ceased to be in the service either within  five years of becoming a member or before completing 
ten years of service, or 

(iii) Any person eligible under Clause 2 (7) (d) above who, not having been dismissed in  
consequence of having been convicted of an indictable offence, has or shall  have died within 
one year after ceasing to be in the employ of The English Electric Company, Limited or any   
company associated therewith, and who did not, receive a refund of the company’s contributions 
on or subsequent to his ceasing to be a Member of either of  the aforesaid Superannuation Funds  

“The Extended Class". means the class of Qualified Persons and also all other persons who shall be or 
shall have been in the full time employment of either of The Principal Marconi Companies or of any wholly 
owned subsidiary company of either of them such employment being employment either as a Staff 
employee or as a Radio Officer or Radio Operator; together with any widow child or other dependent of 
any of' such persons as shall, have died 

“The Principal Marconi Companies" means The Marconi Company Limited and The Marconi 
International Marine Company Limited.   “The Marconi Companies" means the Principal Marconi 
Companies and any subsidiary company of either of them which shall have been admitted into 
participation in any of The Pension Schemes hereinafter defined 

“The Pension Schemes' means the following schemes established for the benefit of employees of one or 
more of the Marconi Companies:   

 (a) The Superannuation Funds established on First day of April One thousand nine hundred and 
 fourteen. 

(b)  The Supplementary Pension Funds established as on First day of January, One thousand nine 
hundred and forty nine. 

(c)  The Female Staff Pension Schemes established as on First day of January, One thousand nine 
hundred and thirty four, First day of January, One thousand nine hundred and forty three and First 
day of July, One thousand nine hundred and forty eight.   

(d)  The General Staff Pension Schemes (1958) established as on First day of July, one thousand nine 
hundred and fifty eight now known as The General Pension  Scheme. 

(e)  The Administrative Staff Pension Schemes (1958) established as on First day of July, one 
thousand nine hundred and fifty eight now known as the Senior Pension Scheme. 

(f)  The Staff Qualifying Schemes established as on Twenty first day of December, One thousand nine 
hundred and sixty. 

 

Proposed revised object:  

The Object of the Charity is:   

“For the public benefit, to relieve poverty with a preference for ex-employees of The Marconi Company 
Limited and the Marconi International Company Marine Ltd or their spouses and dependents by the 
provision of grants, facilities or services” 
 

The Charity was registered in 1967, bringing together and continuing with the charitable objectives of 
former Benevolent Funds that commenced around 1914. Its objects were defined in line with the legal 
structure of the Marconi group of companies at the time and its related pension schemes.   



 

 

 
Since 1967 there have been significant changes to the structure of the company and its pension schemes 
as well as a progressive reduction in the ex-employee numbers since the peak of the original Essex based 
former Marconi Companies in the 1960s.  This, combined with industry standard improvements in the 
terms of pension schemes, has seen the pool of eligible beneficiaries decline over time.  
 
In conjunction with the Essex Community Fund, it is proposed bring the Charity’s objects up to date with 
the change in demand from its beneficiaries in current social and economic circumstances and to extend 
the objects to support a broader range of community projects consistent with the core relief of poverty 
objective within the core employment areas of the former Marconi Companies.  
 
The proposed objects retain the spirit of the objects of the original Charity and preceding Benevolent Funds 
to support the relief of poverty, whilst ensuring potential future beneficiaries under the original objects are 
not placed at a detriment. 
  
If you have any comments or queries about the proposed amendment these should be sent in writing to 
Nick Boggon at: 
 
BAE Systems Surface Ships Ltd 
West Hanningfield Road 
Great Baddow 
Chelmsford 
Essex.  
CM2 8HN 
 
 
or by email to nick.boggon@baesystems.com  
  
The Trustees will consider representations received at the above address by:   
      
(being one month from the first date of publication of this notice.)  
  
 
Date:   15th September 2025 
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